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\ l)OLr HITLER WBS born on April 20, at Hraunau 
in 1‘pper Austria, cUmc to the Bavarian frontier. Because 
it b situated un the frontier that divided two branches of 
the German fteople, Hitler has spoken of Braunau as repre¬ 
senting for him “T*bc Symbol of a Great 'i’ask*’, namely that 
of uniting all Germans in one State. His father, who was 
the son of po<ir peasanu from the forest district, had worked 
himself upwards through his own study and perseverance 
until he l^ecame a civil servant. .At the time that Adolf was 
bom his father was Customs Officer at Hraiinati. Being proud 
of his own achie>‘eTnent and the status he had reached, his 
dearest desire was that his son should also enter the civil 
service; but the son was entirely opposed to this idea. lie would 
be an artist. 

When he was thirteen years old Hitler lost his father and 
four years later his mother died. So that he found himself 
alone in the world at the age of seventeen. He had attended 
the primary Khool and subsequently the grammar school at 
Lina; but poverty forced him to give up his studies and earn 
his bread. He went to Vienna, with the intention of studying 
to be an architect but he had to work for his livelihood aa 
manual labourer at the building trade, where he mixed the 
mortar and served the carpenters and bricklayers. I^ter on he 
earned a daily pittance as an architectural draughtsman. Hav¬ 
ing to depend entirely on himself, he experienced in his own 
person from his earliest years what poverty and hunger and 
privation meant. And so he shared the daily fate of the workers, 
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the "proletariat'' in the building trade, and felt where the 
pinched, 'I'hua it came about that he began to think in terma 
of social reform during his early years. 

Ho busied himself with the political questions of the ih\. 
In this study he svas influenced by the personality of Seboenem^ 
the leader of the Pan-German Austrians, and I.ueger, who was . 
the Vienna Burgomaster and founder of the Christian-Sociu 
Parly. ISitlcr conceived a great admiration for these two n>en.^ 
11c made an exhaustive study of the teachings of Karl Man 
and here came to the important conclusion that one had to 
know Judaism in order to have the key to an inner and real 
kiunvlcdge of what Social IXmocracv meant. 

At the building site where he worked Iw came into contact 
with Social Democracy for the iirst lime. He at once begM 
to make a careful study of the literature dealing with it :in<l 
thus acquired a detailed knowledge of the Marxist programni^ 
and the ways and means tvhich were propuwd to put it iuin 
practice. This led to controvcntica with his fellow workcrir 
And he refused to join their organisation. At that time he thtl 
nut helivve in the idea that the trade-unions xverc an appropriaH 
means of protecting the interests of the working classes agaimi 
(he arbitrary importunities of the employers. He only saw that 
the political attitude of the trade-unions w'as Marxist and ht 
considered the trade-unionist idea aa definitely identical w ith 
that of Marxism, while he looked on Marxism as soiiicthidfl 
that would destroy all civilLsation. ’ 

ills fellow workers threatened to fling him down from tlir 
scaffolding. They succeeded in forcing him to give up his job. 
tn his next job he had to go through much the same cx|>ericncf. 
But a$ he acquired a more thorough undcrstandingofthecharacief 
and tendencies of hia opponents his influence on the other 
workmen increased and he soon realized how* they ccavtcd to 
his different view of things. He then saw clearly that the Gcniun 
worker was by no means a bad fellow in himself, ihnt hr viol 
not anti-national and that He was only* the victim of uiiscnipuloua 
agitators. 
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Thoi^h the years spent in Men- 
na meant a hard and bitter stru^le 
with life, the experience gained in 
this school was of inestimable value 
afterwards. Hitler was now yearn¬ 
ing to li\x as a (German in Germany 
itself, free from the oppression under 
which lire German element had to 
suffer in that potpourri of nations 
which made up the Habsburg 
Umpire. So he left Vienna and came 
to live in Munich. 'Utat was on 
April 24, IU12. 

In <!,<« d>yi Munich «« Ihc 'iv N-.n..w.. 
chief centre of artistic and cultural 

life in Germany. Still hoping to make a name for him¬ 
self aa an architect, Adolf Hitler now devoted as much time 
and cnenc^ as possible to the study of architecture, while sc 
the same time he had to earn his daily bread iiy designing snd 
colouring placards. Recently he had l>een doing q good deal of 
r^ing for purposes of self-education. I Ic continued this during 
his artistic studies and wort: in Munich, making history his 
speciality, which had been his favourite subject at school. But 
he went further than this, for he literally denied himself food 
in order to sas‘e the money for visits to the theatre and hearing 
Grand Opera, especially the muuc draitus of Richard Wagner, 
whom he rev^ered as a Gcnnan artist and reformer in the 
grand style. It wws es)xrcially during those years that Hitler 
hid (he foundations of lliat allround knowledge which surprises 
everybody with whom he discusses general questions today. 

August 2.11114,arrived. A spirit of fervid but solemn enthus¬ 
iasm ran through the whole nation. V\ avc after wave of Gcnnan 
youth rushed enthusiastically to join the \‘oluntecr regiments 
and reserve battalions. Hitler, who had always felt that he was 
a German first and foremost, presented himself at the head¬ 
quarters of one of the Bavarian regiments and volunteered for 
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the front. He regardci.! this act as a matter of course. Nor nrra 1 
there any technical diffaculties in the way; for in the I’Vhniarjt | 
of that year he had been definitely exempted from the obligaiioa j 
of military service in Austria. On October 10, 1014, he Irft fnf ' 
the front as a soldier in the Ifith Bavarian Resecvc’ Inlantry I 
Kegimcnt. I 

Destiny seemed to have preordaitted that Hitler should wivt ! 
in the old German Army, that oc^nization which was a niugriifl* I 
cent example of the folk community and which he had htr | ' 
long time envisaged as the kind of social formation throiinh ! 
which the German people would finally reach its destined goel. | 
.\dolf Hitler threw himself body an<l soul into the W(»rk id 
his new culling as a soldier. He received his baptism of lii<* in 
I'landers, where he faced death in the ranks of that reKiiikriit 

which was made up of German youth who stonned the trencbM I 

and fought and fell while they sang iibfr ti/lftA 

During the attack on the Bayernwald and in the subsevpieiii 
engagements aruund Wytschaete Hitler showed remarkubitl 
bravery; so much so that already on December i, 1014. lr«^ 
than two months after he had first entered the trenches, he uua 
awartled the Iron Cross of the Second Class. Having shown 
himself resourceful and courageous, without being fooihardyj I 
he was now given one of the most hasardoua jobs in the «*• I 
giment, namely that of dispatch-runner, for which only pickrd | 
soldiers are used. In carrying out this ta^ he won a good dral 
of admiration, especially because on more than one occasion J 
he voluntarily stepped in and took on himself a piece of danger* 
ous work which otherwise would hav‘e fallen to the lot of uldcf 
men who had wives and families at home. On the whole it vtn 
be said without any fear of contradiction that Hitler's comhiel 
as a soldier won the unstinted admiration of his superiurt; 
while his companions in the trenches, no matter how opposed 
their political views w'ere to his, admired his courage and Ins 
genuine spirit of comradeship. 

On October 6,19111, he was wounded in the thigh b>* a slirapnd 
splinter and had to be sent to one of the home hospitak lor 


treatment. Within a few months he w'as on his feet again. Ilo 
left hospital in March 1917 and immediately volunteered once 
mote for the front. During the great offensive of lyib, while 
carrying dispatches, he succeeded in ambushing a French officer 
and about fifteen men and brought them back prisoners. For 
this he was awarded the Iron Cross of the First Class. 

On the night of October 18/14, 1918, the British lauitched 
an attack with phosgene gas in the sector south of Vpres. 
Hitler's regjment suficred severely and the casualties were 
extremely heavy. Hitler himself suddenly felt an excruciating 
j)ain in (he eyes as he was returning with a dispatch to his own 
lines. He managed to struggle l>ack however and deliver his 
dispatch. .After that he was sent to hospital, totally blind. 

\ 

^^*hile the German armies were still fighting Jcs|>erntely on ' 
all fronts for the very existence of their native I And, defeatism 
W’as at work behind thv lines and at home. Under the corroding 
influence of (he propagandist poison spread by unii-national 
agencies at lioine, civilian morale was steadily crumbling. This 
process of disintegration gradually reached the soldiers at the 
front, where it look on a graver character day after day. The 
coming dcAenfall cast its darkening shadow even across the 
fighting lines. 

'I'he revolt of the sailors at the naval base in Kiel was the 
signal for the revolution. On Novcml>cr 51, 193 8, the day of 
(he general collapse had come. It was not merely the mon¬ 
archical constitution in (Germany that was overthrown. No, but 
everything else with it the Fatherland itself, faith in the 
Fatherland and In one's fellow man, otxler and discipline, 

Hiller was in hospital at Base walk in Pomerania when he 
first heard the news. The pain in the eyes had gradually become 
less severe. His sight began to return and lie now had hopes 
of regaining his normal powers of vision. The impression which 
the news then made w'as described by him some years later in 
the following words: — 
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'*So all had bttn in v^n. In vain all the sacrifices and pnv4t« 
ions, in vain the hunger and thirst for endless months, in sain 
those hours that tvu stuck to our posts when the fear of tli Alh 
gripped our souls, and in vain the deaths of two millions nlni 
fell in the fulfilment of their duty. Think of those hundreds ^ 
thousands who set out with hearts full of faith in their h'aihrr* • 
land, and never returned; ought not their graves to open, M 
that the spirits of those heroes bespattered with mud acul hhsi^ 
should come home and wreak their vengeance on those vriH 
had dcspicuhly betrayed the greatest sacrifice which a liuina^ 
being can make for his country. Was it for this that the sohliefi 
gave (heir lives in August and .September lliN, for thb that (lie 
volunteer regiments followed the old comrades in the aittiimir 
of the same year ? Was it for this that those hoys of scvvntea 
years of age were mingled with the soil of Klarvders.^ Wsa thiM 
meant to he the fruits of the sacrifice which (ierman moilieiil 
made for their batherland when, with heavy hearts, they 'jmI 
goodbye to their sons, who mwer returned MVas all (his duiio* 
in order to enable a gang of despicable criminals to lay hanih *in 

the ralhcriand ?” 

fUtIcr now developed a burning hatred against (he per^irtnul 
tors of what he considered to be a most dastardly crime and .it 
the same time it became apparent to him that Kate had deHiinod^ 
him for & certain task. On that day he decided to take up poUtnal 
\wrk. 


GENESIS OF THE MOVEMENT ] 

In the summer of at Munich, in men se( about forming 
a nevv political party, which they called the German \N orkefn 
Party. They hud before their minds a vague idea of organIriin 
a national party which wtiuld oppose the MarTcist ^^'orke44 
Hatty. I'hcse six men certainly meant well but they had ihi 
resources whattoev'er and above all there was nobody aiTiong 
them who could claim to hav’e the necessary qualities for leailer- 
ship. And so they were helpless in face of the ca^ to which they 
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had set ibcmaclvcs. History would have know n nothing of this 
littk circle of six men bad not destiny presented it w ith its 
sesYnth member. 'Hus was .Sdolf Hitler. 

At the end of No\*ember IlilK, he was back again in Munich 
and hod rejoined the rcscn’c battalion of his regiment; hut this 
fell under the control of the Soldiers* Council, which was hateful 
to Hitler. So he went to 'I'raunstein and remained there until 
the camp was demobilised. Then he returned toMunich,in March 
IHI H. Shortly afterwarda a Communist rcginic on Stivlct lines was 
established there. On .April 27, he w as to have lieen arrested by 
order of the Central Council of the Keds, on the chs^ of 
having participated in anti^revolutionary activitits. But the 
three bravos who came to carry out the order for arrest turned 
tail and departed when Hitler presented a bold face and showed 
them his rifle. 

Early in May the 2n<i Infantry* Regiment set up a Committee 
of Enquirs' to investigate the events that led to the revulutum. 
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Lancc'CoTporitl Hirler received instructions to psnicipsic m 
the work of chst Committee, 'Chis was the practical start of I (iilrr’i 
political career. Courses of instruction were established fur tl>f 
purpose of teaching the duties of citir^nship to the soldiers in the 
army, (t was during one of the debates which followed a lectur* 
on this topic that Mitler was given the hrst opportunity of 
speaking in public. As a result of the impression which In* 
speech made on (hat occasion he was appointed, a few* days l;iter» 
as a so-called instruction officer to one of the regimeetts siaiionetl 
in Munich at that time. One day he recehed orders co inako 
enquiries about the "German Workers' Party", an o^anir^ttinu 
hitherto unknown. He attended a meeting of this party in ihe 
former Sternecker Ur.iu, at which about t\rcnt>' persons vver* 
assembled. Towards the end of the meeting a representative of 
the Separatist Moventent spoke and that brought Hitler to Ins 
feet. His speech in reply made a marked impression on ths 
audience. It was thus that he became acquainted with the .tuna 
ot this nc^Y workers* party. ^Subsequently he was requested lo 
become a member. After turning the problem over in his iniiiil 
for several days, Hitler agreed to join, one of the reasons fnr 
doing HO being that he had already thought of founding i party | 
of his <)^v*n. Mureuver, this little society, although it had imi 
programme or fixed aims, had a sort of framework on which hr 
could build a working plan for the rvalixalion of his own ideas. 
T'hc cliicf difficulty which now presented itself vvss to get tin* 
little movement known. It was necessary to lift it out ofobsctirity^ 
and place it on a footing where it w‘ould attract and hold the 
attention of the general public. 

Tiie process of doing so w’ent fonsard ver>* slowly, ’I1ia 
first meeting was composed only of the original se^en inuiuliets, 
with one or two onlookers. So meagre were the prupagaudu 
resources that the number of people who attended Hul^scqinur 
meetings increased only to U, IH, IT, and >14 respectively. 
.At the meeting after that U1 persons were present. Hitler now 
spoke regularly at meetings and in that way became C(>nscim» 
of his oratorical gifts. He induced the c<Hnmittec to entrust the 
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control of like propaganda department to him. On I'ubrusry 24, 
lltiO, he was at last able to hold the first mass meeting, in the 
Hofbriu Haua, It w as on that occasion that be promulgated and 
expounded the Programme of the (German National Socialist 
Wortters* Party. An attempt on the part of the communists to 
wreck the meeting was frustrated by a handful of Hitler*ft fonner 
wtj comrades, w’ho had taken on theniselv'es the responsibility 
for maintaining order. Hitler's contention that the Marxist 
terror should not only be smashed by mental weapons, but also 
by physical force, was prox’ed for the first time at this meeting, 
Henceforth almc»st w*eek after week the Munich hoardings 
displayed large red placards calling on the public to attend the 
mass meetings of the Oemuin National Sucialist Workers* Party 
at which Party Comrade Adolf Hitler would speak. 'Phese posters, 
which had a footnote stating: "Jews will not be admitted", were 
designed by Hitler himself. 'l*hey also displayed statements 
deiUng with the political questions of the day. 
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In December, DI20, the Party took over the l'6//tistk» 
Heobachier and thus had a press organ of its own. At first lint 
paper appeared Rv ice weekly. But early in it was brought cmi 
as a daily newspaper. Towards the end of August in that year »i 
first appeared in its present large size. 

Hitler was not yet chairman of the party, though in reality he 
was its leader. Some members took part in an intrigue to gel lul 
of him; but the consequence was that at a general meeting ul 
all the members of the Party, held towards the erul of July IhSi, 
the whole direction was cntruslctl to .\dolf Hitler and a ruw 
statute was enacted which invested him with special picnipoten 
liary pow'ers. 

He w as now able to go ahead with the work of rcorganir.i 
the party, whose mecimga and decisions had hitherto Inen 
conducted on parliamentary principles, In reorganizing ihciitos*** \ \ 

mem he proved that he was not only a convincing speaker ;md 
coniryversialisc but that he was also an excellent organizer The 
governing principle now adopted for the development of cht 
movement was that it should first acquire for itself a portion of 
power and influence in one centre before it started to spn'.M| 
out and form district branches. The party had to expand nrgaiii* 
cully. Kor a long time, therefore, Hitler confined his activiii* 
exclusively to Munich, before taking in hand the task of formii J 
local groups outside. 

At ilic same lime the foundations were laid on which ilu* 

Storm Detachment subsequently established. In the \k- 
ginning this detachment was simply a body of men acting aa 
hall guards for the maintenance of order at meetings; but it has 
been known as the Storm Detachment (Slum Ahif'i/in^\ 
hence S.A.) ever since .November 4, 1931. On that day the l*arly 
held a meeting in the banquet hall of the Munich Hofbrtu llaiis. 

'Vhe Beds turned up in force for the purpose of crushing mil ilw 
new movement once and for all. But they met with n hitter 
disappointment. As the meeting progressed the <)p|H)}iiti»iii 
raised an outcry and a furious fight ensued. Though the Marxist 


H'he l^een )‘e«r« ihrough whivh ue 
no^«r,sfT>idftt continual persecution and 
on ihc pjri of our ad''mArie«. a«r\'ed to Incrcaae 
not only ihe inner morsl strcnifth of the Party 
but, ibot*e all, iie capaciw for external rcalatancc. 

Hitirr, K«bniu)' SO, 193$. 
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disturbers were much superior u) numbers, the National | 
Socialbt guards stormed the Red front again and again, beer , 
mugs were flung from one side to the other and free hand-to- i 
hand fights raged, until finally the Marxists were cleared fr«»m 
the hall and nxany of them sent home with bleeding skulls. ']'l»e 
National Socialists remained nxaaters of the hall. They had shemn 
that they could fight and hold their ground. 

Tow'urds the end of the summer of l'J22 a mass deitxHi* 

St ration was held on the Kdnigsplatz in Munich by all ihe 
patriotic societies. I’hc National Socialists officially took pan m I 
the meeting. In the autumn of that year, October 14, a Congro^j 
was held at Coburg which was entitled “German Day”. '!>♦ 
National Socialists took part in it. Coburg had hitherto iKcn a 
Red stronghold. Ac the head of Siom> 'rroopers from 
Munich Hitler entered Coburg and marched through Its strwia| 
with flags flying and banda playing. .Several fights took plaret' 
but the National Socialiau succeeded in suppressing the M 
terror once and for all in that city. 'I'his was a practical dcnioiH 
atration of Hitler’s statement: "We have dealt with Marxism 
in a way which shows that henceforth the masters of the xircal 
are the National f^ocialists. as they will one day be the ntusie^ 
of the State.” 

On January the first National Socialist Party 

was held on the Marsfeld in Munich and it y\M on this occasion 
that the first S. A. standards w‘ere dedicated, which had l>rrn 
designed by Hitler himself. Soon afterwards, Flight (npum 
Herinaim Goring became Chief of the S. ,A. It was he ^'lMJ J 
expanded and perfected their o^nization. 

An attempt was made to force the National Socialist Party into 
a "United Front from Right to Left”, but Hitler’s determined 
opposition shattered the attempt. He saw* clcaHy that an iiuder* 
standing with the “November Criminals” of lytS winilil kiH 
only be meaningless but also impossible. 

There were temporary working coaJiiiuns with other avumj 
tions but they lasted only for a short time. In these cases Huh r*i 
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ProGMwon ia Munich, in Commemoration of November If, 


idea was clearly proved to Sc right, namely that the strong is 
stremgest when alone. 


THK a>UP Dt-rA'F 

On September lfl23, the first great Congress of the German 
patriotic leagues was held In Nurnberg, On that day the National 
Socialist Party formed a coalition with the OMand league and 
the Rf 'uhijla^ League, with the general title "The German 
Fighting League” and under the political leadership of .\do1f 
Hitler. 'I'he first manifesto issued by this coalition stated: 
" Revolution and ^*er8ai11es are inseparably bound together in 
the relation oi cause and effect. We want to free our Fatherland 
from slavery and disgrace- But liberty can be achieved only by 
the people themselves, working together in a national union. 
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The new German State which was founded in Weimar cannot 
be the standard-bearer of the movement for German Uberty.** 

On September 26, 1923, the Government of Bavaria registered 
its reaction to the establishment of the German Fighting League. 
On that date Herr von Kahr was appointed General State 
Commissar, llie conflict between Bavaria and the Keich became 
acute. The central figure in Uiis conflict was General von Loasow 
Commander of the Bavarian Army. 'I’he aigns of a separatisi 
movement in Bavaria became more and more pronounced 
Currency inllation reached fantastic figures. Events of the rlay 
were heading for a catastrophic situation. Something had to Iw 
done. I 

As the result uf discus^nns that lasted for several weeks llUleil 
gained the impression that those who then held power in Bavaria^ 
>Kahr, Loasovv and von Seiaser, who was Commander of 
the Bavarian Police-'were ready to collaborate in the coiipj 

d’etat. g 

On the fifth anniversary of the outbreak of the 1913 rcvoluiioB 
-November S, 1923-a meeting was held in the Munidfl 
Burgerbtlu Haus at which Kahr was to have announced befoc^ 
the assembleJ patriotic associations what his future policy waa 
to he. ft 

At 3.46 p. m. Hitler appeared, at the head of his Siont^ 
'IVoops, and declared that the Government of the Rdch waa 
therewith deposed and substituted by a National Gos’ernmettflj 
At first the meeting accepted this proclamation >vith reserv^l 
regarding it as something directed against Kahr; but under the ' 
influence of Hitler's magnetic speech, the audience gave its 
enthusiastic consent. Kahr, Lossow and Seisscr accepted ilw 

new Government and the portfolios allotted to them. ^ 

'rewards morning it w'as repeatedly rumoured that Kahr^i 
Lossow and Selsser had withdrawn from the new* Ciovemmailt^ 
As a matter of fact they were prisoners in the hands of the army 
generals who were deputizing for Lossow. Entirely on their own 
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re«pun&ibility thcs« generals had sounded the alarm atii'iiti: i 
army and police /orccs. 

Hiller novY decided to take an extreme step. 'Cherc u.i 
intention to oppose the machincr>* of power in the hand^ mM* 
Oovemment and ihc idea would have been nonsensical. Ihii t 
linal move had to be made which would impress the puhlii. 
change their whole attitude- On the rnominc of the ni!>ili - 
November Hitler and his comrades formed a procession ul n' 
started from the iliirgerbrau Keller and marched into the icons 
of the town. Hitler himself marched at the hcail of it, with l.odi n 
dorff and other |>opular leaders. With flags flying, the prcK'ca*" • 
wound its uay through the Maricnplalz and fnKn there tv *f- 
()dc*onsplatr. The majority of the Munich inlubiianis who wm 
of the nationalist way of thinking canie out to greet and applaud 
the procession. 

Swastikii Hags were flying from the (’liy Hall. In the ki%i 
dciizalrusse the crowds were so great that the procession h.-* 
literally to push its way through. .\t the FridherrHkrtllr the jvHur 
kept the street clear. 'I’he procwwiun marched t>n. 

And then tlic incredible happened. 'I‘he soldier? opened tut 
on this column of men that was marching in the cause of (IcriiuiaJ 
liberty, kxl by Hiller and the famous (juaricrmastcr*<iencral *'\ 
the World War. Sixteen of the marchers were killed and two wlw 
were wounded died subsequently in the barracks of the U>sa\ 
Jieirfimrtir. A great number were wounded. Hitler himwii 
suffered damage to his arm after being thrown on the road. 'I Ik 
coup d cist had faileil. 

Some frienda of Hitler took him ig their home outside Munich, 
where he wis arrested a few days later and imprisoned in the 
fortress of lamdsberg. Several of his comrades and fellow' mcm« 
hers w'ere arrested afterNsards and imprisoned in the sune 
fortress. .All those who belonged to Ihc Fighting League wrre 
ordered to surrender their arms. 

On the same dale, November 9, 15123, the (icneral State 
Commissar issued an order dissolving the Oerman National 
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Socialist Workers’ Party and aiipulating heavy penalties for 
anyone attempting to carry on the work of Ihc party any further. 
<)n the follmving day police caw appeared in front nf the busincaa 
bcadquariere of the Party in the Corneliusstrassc and confiscated 
everything the)' could lay hands on. Hut they did not find the 
nsuat valuable of all documents, which was the roll containing 
the names of members. 

Munich was like an armed camp, '['he |>eopic were furious. 
'Fhcy joirted in mass demonstrations which were scattered by 
mounted police using their trunehions freely. Kahr sat safely 
bdiind his barhed w'irc entrenchment in the Government 
buildings and **liquidated*’ the movement which had caused so 
much annoyance. The authorities confiscated all the propertv 
belonging to the party, « hich was now outlawed, 

’ITw attempt to change tl»c disastrous fate under which Germany 
had been suffering for the past five years ended in failure, at least 


for the tiTDo being. The system which had been initiated in 
No\‘cmbcr still held the mastery, to the detriment of the 
whole nation. And yet the efforts of Hitler and his friends wxTe 
not in vain. “A manifest sign that the 8th of November was 
successful’*, said Hitler in Court aftervvardSf *‘can be seen in 
die fact that in response to It the youth rose like a flood*tide in 
storm and massed its forces together. The most important result 
of November 8 was that it did not cause any depression in the 
public spirit but helped to raise it considerably.” 

CRITICAL DAYS 

On February 2D, 1U24, the trial of ”Hitler and Companions” 
opened at Munich in the same building that was once the Wat 
Academy. The case was brought before what waa called ihc 
Volksgcrichi or People's Court. The result was that Hitler was 
sentenced to be imprisoned in a fortress for five years and he 
was given to understand that a term of probation would folW. 
Several of his companions w’crc sentenced to longer or shorter 
terms of fortress imprisonment. Rut the leading counsel for 
the prosecution felt himself obliged to declare in hia summing*up 
before the Court that "Hitler's honest effort to reawaken faith in 
Germany among a downtrodden and disarmed people" nnist 
certainly be regarded aa an act of service. He called Hitler 
"a highly gifted man who through his own efforts had risen 
from a modest status in life to a foremost position in puhlk 
estimation, a man who had sacrificed himself for his ideas and 
who had fulfilled hla duties as a soldier in the must admirable 
manner." He also paid tribute to the sincerity of Hitler's meaning 
and intention. 

Hitler took upon himself the full and sole responsibility fur 
everything that had happened. Speaking In hU own defence lie 
stated in tlic course of a brilliant speech that the overthrow id 
Marxism was his aim but that this was considered essentially ns 
a necessary pre-condition for the establishment of (tcnnan 
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liberty, ‘^li is not you, Gcntlenwn*^ concluded Hitler, "tt-ho pu» 
judgment on us. We shall be judged before the eternal bar id , 
history.” 

Through this trial Hitler’s name became known far beyond the | 
Bavarian frontier, He was rightly looker! upon as the inspiring { 
cause of the mov ement to abolish the system which had created li 
so much damage through the mismanagement of public atfairs 
in Gernwny during the past five years. His attitude In Court 
enhanced his reputation and won sympathy for him in circles 
where he was hitherto more or less unbnovvn. They began lo 
realise that this man was not a mere demagogue and that Ilia 
associates were something better than a pack of rowdies. 

On December 2ll, his sentence was suspended and hi* 
left the fortress In high spirits and full of energy. One of Im '| 
first visits was paid to the lUvarian Prime Minister, where hU I 
sole request was that bis comrades might be released for the ' 
Christmas festivities, I* 


Hitler was convinced that there could be no (|uestion of cur \ 
using the existing patriotic organiaations as a pillar of support J 
for his future policy, and so he decided to re-establish his old ] 
German National Socialist Workers’ J»arty. He assembled hk } 
faithful comnulcs and on February '2', lUifi, in the llurgcrbrflu i 
Keller at Munich, that movement came to life again. ^ 

In the meeting at which the movement w« re-established I 
Hitler announced that it would be conducted on constitutional J 
lines but that the fight against the existing order of govcmmentll 
would be a sev-erc one. 'Vhe lUvarian (Jovernment answered by'] 
forbidding the Mov>ement the right of public speech, a step w hich I 
was followed soon afterwards by most of the other fcxicml 11 
governments. This prohibition lasted fur several years. i 


.^nd now a difficult and trying period set in for the vminf 
movement. In the first place it had no business headquarter 
of iu own and not even a typewriter, to say nothing of Ining 
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penniless. Many Ivecainc w’avcring in their faith In the Move¬ 
ment and in Hitler Moreover it had tu face government oppres¬ 
sion and dishonest treatment on the part of the officials. I'hen 
came unbridled terror from the I^ft, on the streets and in the 
factories, logctlicr with boycotting in business Mfe. Work on 
i>chalf of the National Socialist idea demanded courage and 
strong conviction and unusual powers of exposition on the pan 
of the individual members. Hut this was also a benefit; for in 
this way the party >Yas winnowed and sicN’ed. The chafT was 
separated from the w heat. 

Hitler's political line of conduct was dear from the beginning, 
just as it had always been. In the sphere uf foreign politics he 
fought uncMnpromisingly against the Francophile attempt at an 
imderstanding and against the insane fulfilment policy of the 
regime, w hich met with one defeat after another at the \ arious 
international conferences that were held in rapid succession. 
Against thU Hitler championed a policy of alliances that would 
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be beneiicial to Germany. He considered that England and 
would be the moai Ukely and useful allies. 

In domestic politics the first important matter was the sirujal# ^ 
for the destruction of Marxism and then the taking over •*! 
political power, as a condition necessary to carry through tl# 
fight for German freedom. 

Morc and more the National Socialist Party became lire 
"Prussia of the national movement in Gcrmany’'- 

riie enforced silence consequent on prohibition of the nuM 
of public speech gave Hitler the opportunity of completing Uia 
book, Mein Kawp/, for which his fortress iiuprUonment luul 
afforded him the necessary time to prepare it and assemhiv tlie 
material, The first volume, which dealt principally with Hiller’* 
own development, was published at Christmas 10^; uhilv ilit 
second volume was completed tlic next year and dealt «ith ilie 
foundation of the organisation. 


THh: MOVEMIvN'r ADVANCES ■ 

Meanwhile Hitler promulgated his ideas among the niaMCtl 
Ahstiys accompanied by his loyal private secretary and |H)htic4| | 
adjutant, Rudolf Hess, who had also shared his company in ili* * 
fortress, he held meetings in Thuringia, Wurttemberg, Mccklcn* 
burg and Hrunswick—the federative states in which he Ntill ' 
enjoyed the right of public speech. Hand in hand with this immIi ' * 
of propaganda went the process of building up the organi^raiioi^ A 
In several districts of North Germany the foundation for iW T 
establishment of sub^branches was first laid. A consianiMf 
growing staff of speakers went hither and thither thn>itghouV 
Gennany, preaching Hitler’s doctrines and bringing them ♦ 

to the minds and hearts of the people. But still (he Movetnefl^ 
continued to be strongest in Bavaria, though in Saxony also il 
showed a rapid development. At the end of 11^20 Dr. Jeaaf 
Cocbbels was appointed OauleiUr of Greater Berlin. Witli lhal 
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"S'MlOftsl $oci*lut (iermny uiints peace because 
efits fujidanwnul conviciions. And it wanta peace 
alsc owing 10 the realisetinn of iho simple phmi* 
five fact that no M'ar wuuki be likely essentially to 
alter the di&tieas in Europe." 


Hnkr. Sfiy «1. IW. 



cKe struj^k in the Capital of the Reich shots'ed an Imp.mart 
Rtagc in its ad^-ance. 

Besides the S. A., the S. S. (Schufs Stoffel Defence Sijuad* 
ron) was now formed of men who had been specially selected. 
They wear hUck uniforms and are entrusted with the task <>1 
protecting the movement as well as with propaganda work ami 
other special duties. Since this body of men has been under 
the control of Its Reich Leader. Heinrich Himmler. 

I'hc Mcn’emcnt founded a Youth Organization known as ilw 
Hitler 'Souths which spread rapidly especially among die 
children of the working classed. Students soon began to cnnvd 
into the Movement and were grouped under "The National 
Socialist German Students’ Leaguc*\ the Icatkrship of which k 
today in the hands of Ralclur v*on Schirach. In liKl^ Schirach mm 
also placed in charge of the Hitler VoutI) and the National 
Socialist School (children’s League. 


Despite the manifest progress that had been made it luiist 
have seemed a daring step when Hitler summoned his folhnve 
to a Party Congress at Weimar in June, l!>2ik But this Congre 
turned out a complete success. Several thousand S. A. and S. 


men took part in the march-past and received a tumultuoui 
reception from the general public. 'I’hcy wore the browj 
uniftjrms on this occasion, instead of the watcrpnwf jackotf 
they had w-orn in 


To a wider sphere of outsiders it was now* proved once again 
that the Movement was not dead hut very much alive and 
steadily growing, And the Party members who attended thk 
Congress gained new strength and new' fiith for the enminf 
struggle. They felt that the Movement had now passed ihrov^th' 
its most difticuk period and that the danger of stagnation waa 
over. At the end of lOSo the number of members had reached 
27,117. By December it had increased to 4i*,o2d, by De¬ 
cember 11127 to T2,olK), by December 15128 to 108,717. In Dc- 
cember h^'25) the Party had a membership of 176.426. 
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•'I ktame tbp Naiinrul Socieliit 801*01111101) b>* 
hrineina ihc mo\'eiT>9nr into being, and since ihon 
I directed itio Rr\'oiution into the path o£ 
tenon. I kr>o« ihai none of ua will live lo ace 
more than the \'ef> heiinninu of lhj« great re\ft. 
lurionary development. What then eoiiUI 1 vviah 
more than peter and ifan<)uillirv ?" 

Slav 11, 


In 1027 the right of public speech %vas rescoretl lo Ilitkr ui 
Bavaria. Prussia restored it in 1921;^. The federative government^ 
and the parties supporting them found it no longer possible tti 
maintai n a policy which denied the right of pubi ic speech. Moreot’er 
they had to recognize the fact that this policy of throttling the Movn* 
merit, assisted by acts of terror on the part of the Marxisu, did 
not hinder die movement but rather hastened its developiTH’nl 
With the election of von Hlndcnburg on April 26. 1920, aa 
President of the Reich, certain people thought that this uould 
bring u change in the method of govemment and put an eml \n . 
the stupid policy which favoured a Knncopliile understandir^ I 
But these people were bitterly disillusioned. While the govemJ ‘ 
ments sought by ever}' means to prevent any movement of « 
national revival from raising its head in (/crmany their own ' 
feckless attitude towards all decisions in foreign politics was f 
encouraged and all thoee factors were liteking which might pul | 
some backbone intn the conduct of public afbirs. Despite hit 
constantly repeated failures Stresemann saw '*ihc silver liiuim 
on the political horizon”, while unemployment and economic 
distress steadily increased. 'Phe consci^ucnccs of the Dawes PUn, 
of the year I!I2I. became apparent in all their bitter reality* 
although a little earlier that Plan was hailed as tlic salvation of 
the nation, a Plan tliat would rcinvigi>ratc the national cconuint^l 
system anil therewith furnish the conditions necessary for a j 
political resurgence, .Against all this Hitler always maintained ■& 
determined stand, claiming that no economic revival would 1^ ■ 
possible until political pow er had been w on back. His innumerab^ ■ 
addresses to industrial and economic leaders succeeded in sprcA* I 
ding his ideas more and more widely among chose circles. 'I'her# I 
was a constantly growing number of people who believed ihcv 
Hitler’s movement was not onlv the W'clUspring from which th«| 
national idea was being revived but that it w as also the sole id rant ( 
of saving the nation from economic collapse. The Nutiond ? 
Socialist Party Congresses at Xiimhcrg in 1927 and 1929 gav# • 
striking proof of the development of the organisation and fh# { 
growing influence which Hitler was exercising among the pt*opl# 
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New Year Uece|nion of l*or«i|{n Amhiiuilur* 

of Germany. On the occasion of the Party Congress in 1029 
well over RKI.OOO peraona made a pilgrimage lo the old iinperial 
city. Twenty-four new standards were presented lo the S. A. 
following a solemn commemoration service for the dead nt the 
War .Monument in the Luitpuldhain. n'hc march*past of the 
S. A. at the close of the ceremony, when Hitler t(K>k the salute, 
hated close on four hours and formed an impusiiig demon* 
slraCion. 

In the realm uf higher politics Hitler was now no longer looked 
upon merely as a beater of the big drum, but an allround respect 
began to be shown for his statesmanlike qualities, His "Open 
Answer to Ilcrv'c”, in which he replied lo the French politician 
and stated his own opinions on disarmament and on how rela¬ 
tions bclw«n France and Germany should best be established, 
brought Hitler before the eye* of the public also in foreign ctiun* 
tries. The fight against tlw Voung Plan led to the plebiscite of 
1920. though the QVz million votes registered on that occasion 
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were not sutficient to prevent the PUn from being c^rti^! 
through. From that time onwards Hiller was accepted as the 
leading person who represented in the most enen?«ic fashion 
the fight against the policy of (Jerman enslavement. 


nu)M VICTORY'm vicroRY j 

On their first appearance as a l*arty « the (icncral Klection oM 
Mav 20, I02rt, the National Socialists secured SlO.lHXi votes and • 
sent 12 deputies to the Reichstag. On September 14. lOJMh the H 
mimber of votes which they received increased to b,4(Hi,<NKi. I 
'The Brown Shirt deputies no« miinbered 107. which made ihenj 
the second strongest group in the Reichstag. Only the Socially 
Democraia were numerically stronger, having lol deptiiies. | j 

li was now oxit of the qtiwlion for anybody not to take tlw , 
National Socialists seriously. On the one liand this fact hcca™^- 
evident by ihc rapid increase in membership and. on the other j 
hand, it was demonstrated by the extraordinary' bitter opposition k 
now put up by all sides against the Movement. | 

'I’hc number of registered members of the Party at the end ' 
of lUHli totalled In December IRH this had iiicTcasedJ^ 

10 On May :il, it was l,lU*.2'n and on March U 

m:K 1,471,114. On the other hand the Marxist system oTfl 
terrorization increased at such an enormous rate that one \\m n 
right in speaking of a civil war instigated by the Reds. X.p to the W 
time that National Socialism took over supreme political po«^| I 
2(10 members had been murdered and 2r>,(XNI >sx)undcd in attack^ 
on them by their opponents. These manyrs furnished .in 
incontestable proof of the faith and spirit of sacrifice given to tlie 
service of the National Socialist teaching and its Fuhrer. 

\i the President’s regular period of office was ncanng its end 
s step was taken which brought Hitler into the foreground m 
negotiations with certain persons in the Reich Goi-emmcn^ 
Chancellor Brdning endeavoured to get Hitler to consent to 





„,„cr .p-lcs -th - nf Itoll.h Bk-StvIcc Mc« 


the passing of a special measure in the Reichstag for the purp<^ 
jTprSn. Hi^enburK', ..rn, ..f .fficc « l.c 

nrUnittR n-ereforc a n.w el«cti<m K.aini un 

• I w On Februarv 2l>. Hitler was made a member of 

of coon«..or , 

in ,he ftdcr»tive of Brur««ick. by the p'"'"""’'"’' 
Slate ’11119 »ct conferred on him. ■?«. f«lo.riEhlt of German 
eili«n.l»p; «. that he nmv became eligible a, candidate for 

poSeal patVhureaLmcy, Hiller had been born of German 
on .he German frnntier. He had foughl ihmugh the Var 

^,he ranks of .he Cierm.n Army. Hit life had 

aruggle on Germany-* behalf. And yet the right of German 

citiaenahipnaanithbeldfromhimuptonow. 

Hitler took part in the preaidenti.l elect.on of Ma h 
a, a candidate againat «n Hindenhorg. He received 11 ,.i million 
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votes, whereas Hindeuburg received million. J'he result wa.'^ 
by no means a defeat for Hitler but rather a ^gniheant success, 
For this result practically shoued that during the previous 
eighteen months—since the last Reichstag election • the number 
of votes cast for him had nearly doubled. 

Thu regime now used all possible means to hinder the Xalional 
Socialist prupagunda, which v\as already seriously handicapped 
by a one •sided control of the national broadcasting system, Hy 
proclaiming the "Faster Truce’* the preparaturv peKod for the 
second election was restricted to six days. But Hitler launched 
what may he called a propaganda campaign of gigantic pr<»* 
portions such as had never been experienced before. At the 
second election, on .April III, he not only retained his votes hut 
increased them hv^.I milUun. to \'\i million. 'Hiis tremendous 
success was mainly due to thcu holchraricdw’sv in which Hitler 
threw himself into the hght. 

,\Uhoi ig h f I i ndc nh ii rg was f i ns lly elected the Keich CTOverninent 
had not cuunted on 1 tiller being able to nbtain the large number <»r 
votes he actually obtained. 'I'hey then i<x>l( a tUwperate step. 
On April Id the Government issued an KnwrgcrK)* Order 
imniedisicly dissolving the S. A. and S. S., the Hitler Vuulh. 
the National Socialist \iotur Corps and the Mving Corps. 

I'he measure prohibiting the S. A. was a failure. It brought 
uhoiit the downfall of Groencr, the Reich Minister of the 
Interior, who resigned from the C'abinrt. Briining’s uwn rcsi« 
gnation front the Chancellorship, together with that of the rest 
of his Cabinet, followed. Von Papen now formed a C'ahinct ami 
declared a new* General Flection for July HI. 

In his third electoral campaign, in which he used an aeropl.^m 
for purposes of rapid tras’el, Hitler was the central figure of the 
battle and went through the length and breadth of the country 
as a triumphant hero. Within a fortnight he spoke at dh niaas 
meetings. The electorate gave 18,7lll>.nfHi votes for the Naiiunal 
Socialist candidates, with the result that the latter now acquired 
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2HO seats in the Reichstag. 'J'hus the appeal which (he <>ovem« 
ment had made to the country turned out a failure- 

Ihit the Ooverninent of the Reich did not act on (he lexical 
consequences of this expression of the popular will They still 
attempted to exclude what was now b>' far the lai^est politit'al 
party from the responsible government of the counirv. Ilu* 
derogatory offer of a \*icc-C'hanccllor$hip receis'ed a direct 
negative reply from Hitler, lie had not organized and developi'd 
his muv'Cfncni for the purpose of letiding hi* name to the 
emergency decrees of a reactionary governmcni. 

\^‘hcn Hitler receive<l the news of the Heuthner \crdul, 
whereby five Silesian S. A. cnen were sentenced to death, hr 
issued a stirring appeal on behalf of his comrades. He scoffed 
at the boasted inipartiality of a Government which could make 
no distinction between men who represented the national spirit 
of the pco)}lc and a canaille of scoundrels who \N‘ere trainm 
to tlie country. Tic now announced that he would fight to the 
very bitter end to save the liv^es of these five men. 



HI'l'LBU IS* roU'KK 

A fresh election was held on November 0. [hit time the 
result showed a reduction from IH.ItXlfXXi to U.S4M>,0IMl uf 
(he votes cast in hie favour, [ here was a corresponding reduction 
in the number of National Socialist deputies, from d.Hfl to iW 
Hitler ’a opponents werejubibnt over the result. Hitler obstinately 
refused to be satisfied with the Vicc'ChancclIorship and (hr 
Government adopted a dictatorial attitude on the other side. 
The situation which thus resulted created among many people 
the impression tliat Hitler had missed his opportunity and that 
his movement was weakening. But the jubilant cries of hia 
opponents were short-lived. Hitler had the courage and firm¬ 
ness of mind to wait. At the end of January', WKi'.), the then 
Chancellor, General Schleicher, stood completely isolated, thi 
January 28 his entire Cabinet resigned and on January M) the 
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President of the Reich entrusted Hitler >slth the task of forming 
a new Cabinet. 

'I'he forniaiiun of a new Reich Gos’cmment and the abolition 
of the dualism between the Reich and Prussia created for the 
first time a basis for conducting politics on unified national 
lines in Ciermany, as well as the possibility of e!cterminating all 
elements of an anti-national character. 'Hiei^vlih the National 
Socialist Movement ciiiercd upon the second phase of Its 
gigantic struggle; that is to say, responsible and constructive 
statesmanship after twelve years of opposition. In an address 
to the German people the Chancellor appealed for national 
discipline and asked that the National Government be granted 
four years in which to build up the new Reich from the ruins 
of fourteen years of irresponsible government ami also be given 
authority to deal with the unemployment question and the 
urgent prtiblem of saving the farming classes from total ruin. 

'rhe assumption of power at last cnahicti Hitler to throw 
off those sltackles which had hitherto fettered his endeavours, 
lie was now able to address the outlying districts through the 
radio. The speeches he held at gigantic mass meetings and 
broadcasted to the whole nation expressed his deiermined 
intention to restore Gcnnan liberty and recelv'ed an enthusiastic 
response from the public. 'Phis wave of enthusiasm reuched Us 
height on the eve of the new Reichstag election the Day of 
National Awaketung when the Chancellor spoke fmm Past 
Prussia to the whole nation. The announcement of the firm 
will to victory, the determination to restore German freedom 
and the appeal for loyalty to the fatherland raised new hopes 
in the hearts of millions of Germans at home and abroad. 
Church bells pealed joyously. Liberty bonfires burned on the 
hilltops. The streets in the towns and villages were gaily 
decorated with Bags. 

The magnitude of the victory won on March o was un* 
paralleled in German history. And it was as unexpected as U 
w'as xinparallclcd, l7,3AO,nOO people cast their votes for Hitler, 



>’«une Auioartph Ifunler* 


whose name headed the list of candidates in every* district 
throughout the country. Reichstag scats were won by the 
National Socialist Part)' and this gavt* the Governtncni a n’i'*,, 
majority in parllainait. Although if the result had been dilfereni 
the (Jovemment were determined to folloxx the one and only 
road which would lead to the restoration of Gerinatt liberty; 
yet the actual result made it ptjssible to carry* nut the nexv 
policy on a strictly parliamentary basis. Marxism and its sup¬ 
porters had rcccj\*<d a severe blow. The Communists lost twenty 
scats and the Centre Party wai< deprh-cd of its key position, 

'I'HK THIRD RKICH 

ITie heriugc which Adolf Hitler look over on January :k), 
has been picturesquely described as a heap of ruins. 
Fourteen years of party* strife and mismanagement of national 
aflairs had reduced the once great and proud German nation 
to a state of chaos. In relation to the outside world it was a 
nat>on without arms and without rights, respected l^y no one 


and oppressed under a series of hgnxiliating treaties which 
could not posathly be fnlfiUed. It was a nation that had sunk 
CO the level of a v'assal to foreign states, Marxist usurpers had 
bartered assay the he)nour and property of the Reich. The 
economic structure had total I v collapsed and Germany ss*3S 
now bleeding herself to death in an eAbrt to make reparation 
payments. 

Parry strife and claas-hatred ran riot. The separatist n>ovcmenc 
became acute and threatened the dismemberment of Germany. 
'I’hc (Joventntents of the federative states appropriated ruling 
functions to such a degree as to intpair seriously the authority 
of the Reich. In the Reichstag the representatives of the inmimer* 
able parties frittered time and energ)' with intenninablc 
controversies and bartering for ministerial posts. Meanwhile 
one industrial factory after another had to close down, ('orveern 
after concern went into bankruptcy. Parmers bad to forfeit 
their cattle and crops because thev’ were unable to pay the 
arrears of taxes and interests on mortgages. 'I'hc ominous spectre 
of seven millions unemployetl stalked the roads and streets. 
'I'he criminal class increased at an alarming rate. 

The number of votes cast for the Communist Par tv increased 

• 

to a portentious degree from one general election to another. 
Indeed it seemed only a question of montlis before Bolshevism 
would set up its rule of terror in Germany, unless the National 
flocialists succeeded in taking over supreme control of the State. 
When they did succeed however and when at the last moment 
the venerable President of the Reich entrusted Hitler with the 
formation of a new Government after all the other cabinets 
had failed the most decisive turning point in German history 
had been taken. 

On March the Fiihrcr asked for four years in which 

he could put into practice his measures for the restoration of 
the German nation. 'Phe law which gave him unlimited p<Avers 
for this purpose was constitutionally passed by Parliament. 
.\fter the expiry of this period, when he had given a public 



In tlltler’a Studio •! Oh«ra«Ubrrg 


account of what had been doitc and called for a plebiscite, the 
nation applauded his effons unanimously and sanctioned his 
stew'ardship by giving IHi'’., of the total electoral vote in his 
fav(»ur. No democracy throughout the worhl or through the 
course of history has ever gi\'cn a statesman a similar vote of 
confidence, 'iTiis ovctnv helming unanimity in giving judgment 
on the policy of the Fuhrer was the desen ed fr\iii of the tireless 
and successful efforts which he had made on behalf of the 
country and the people. Here, if ever, the voice of the people 
could indeed be called the voice of God. 

One of the first measures which the FCibrer enacted was that 
which established legislative and administrative unity throughout 
the Reich, replacing the governments of the sarious federative 
states and their legislatures by a strong central Government in 
Berlin. M the same tinxe parliamentary parties were dissolved 
and the National .Socialist Party remained the sole trustee of 
the political will of the people. For the first tiine in (German 
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history ih« division b€t\N«en political intctcsis and govemrrwnt 
interests was abolished. I'hc problem of uncmplo>-mcnt was 
then tackled in a vigorous manner. As a result of large- 
scale measure*, trade and industry were revu'ed and thrived 
so well that today there is no longer any unemployment in 
Germany. The Fuhrer enacted Unc? against racial degeneration 
which definitively prevent the further propagation of the unfit 
and menially deheient or unhealthy, who were costing the 
country marks annually for support and attendance. 

A law was also passed to prevent the further mongrcliaing of 
the Cicrnian people through intermixture Miih the Jews, who 
I are of a totally different racial »i«»ck. 


A further scries of laws, especially those laying down price 
regulations for agricultural products aiul the law establishing 
here<lilary farms, improved the position of the agricultural 
classes and prepared the way for more prirtperous times. Iradc- 
umona, with their class*war and pt)licy of class*hatred, were 
dissolved and replaced by the German Labour I root, an 
organization which embraces every worker in CJcrmany under 
the aegis of the ideal of work as a factor that raises the dignity 
of human nature rather than lowers it. 'Fhe National ^lahst 
Welfare Organization, already founded b>' il« National Socialist 
I’rtrty before it had acqtilred supreme political power, has been 
greatly enlarged. In conjunction with the Winter Help, it has 
become jin elot^ucnl expression of the spirit of ready sacrifice 
which inspires the whole nation in dealing with problems 
relating to the poor and those who need help of one kind <jr 
another. 


I’he organization of the youth, the Reich labour Senice 
and‘‘Strength through Joy” arc now standing institutions which 
have been established in response to the creative will of the 
Fuhrer. 


A cultural policy has been adopted whereby a cleansing 
process has not only abolished ever)* dwtorlcd and degenerative 
kind of Bolshev'ic art but has at the same time brought alxiUl a 
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revival of genuine German art and fostered its development in 
«vcry direction. German artists have again come into their 
rightful place. 'I’he Fuhrer. himself an enthusiast for architecture, 
has not only planned various gigantic building projects hut 
haJt also largely designed and 8UiH!r%'ised their erection personally. 

'rhose acquainted with the intentiocts which .^dolf Hitler 
had in mind knew that he would not rest content with merely 
restoring order in the German domestic situation. He regarded 
it as one of his paramount tasks to rc-cstabliah German prestige 
abroad. Having personally experienced to the full the horrors 
of modern warfare, he has lost no opportunity of emphasizing 
hift absolute Uwe for peace and his de^rc for an understanding 
with Germany’s former enemies. But at the same lime he has 
come forward as the unflinching clumpion of German honour 
and frcc'dom. For Adolf Hitler therefore there could be no 
ipicsiion of rest or cuntentment until the shackles of dis- 
honoiirahk treaties were shattered and until Germany once 
again resumed her rightful portion of equality among the 
nations, supported by a potverful army; not only that but also 
us a strong factor in maintaining peace and in readiness to defend 
liuropear culture against the destructive forces of Bolshevism. 

When Nve consider the changes which have taken place m 
Germany since Jantiary 'M\ 1^33, and review the problems that 
arc still being resolutely attacked and solved for the benefit 
of the whole country, it is no exaggeration to say that we arc 
confronted with a veritable miracle, which is the product of 
a great and indestructible faith. For it is this faith in Germany’s 
future which has inspired the soul of Adolf Hitler- the unknown 
soldier of tite Great Wir and it is this same faith which has 
given life and shape and purpose to the National Socialist Party. 
An unknown individual founded a party and from this small 
band of men, enduring many trials and tribulations, there 
sprang a people’s movement and finally a new (Jcmian Heich. 

To understand all this one must understand and appreciate 
the character and personality of Adolf Hitler himself, llmud* 
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minded and big-hearted and just, cajiablc of bringing iron 
logic to the support of his arguments, judicious and courageous 
in making decisions, and yet at the same time always prepared 
to share the sorrows and joys which fall to the lot of his co- 
workers-these arc the qualities that link men inseparably to 
him. 

He has (lie magnetic appeal of the genuine orator and has 
the power of msdiing his audience fed that he is voicing their 
thought and speaking for them. That probably is because he 
himself has come from the people and is able to think and feel 
with them. And it is for this reason that the German youth 
has gathered so enthusiastically around him. In his |>er5onal 


45 


44 




Ifirler on hi» way m Viennn^ M«reh 19. 

requirciTicnts Hiller U extremely inudevt. He dues not cut 
meal or take any altoliolic drink*; nor does he smoke, 'rhia 
i* simply l>ccuu*c he feels it suits hi* health hviier to be ab¬ 
stemious in leitsrd to these things. 

His movement has restored the nation to in old position (»f 
honour. Because of this achievement and because he himself 
has the qualities of the born leader, he has become the idol of 
the whole nation. 'Htcy thank him for their national renaisssmcc» 
the restoration of their honour and their prestige, for their 
freedom and their bread. And so they have willingly placed 
their future in his hands, crusting unconditionalK to the vNisdom 
of his leadership. 
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